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NTS Bulletin August 2014This year is the 20th anniversary of the release of the 1994 United Nations Development 

Programme’s (UNDP) Human Development Report, which defined the concept of human security and brought it to 

international attention. It is thus timely to ask: where is human security today? The following is the seventh part of a series 

exploring the evolution of the concept and its impact on security thinking and practice. 
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Defining political Security 
 

Security used to be defined in military terms with the state as the referent of security. From this state-centric lens, political 

security means the stability of the state’s political regime and social order. Human security shifts away from the state-

centric approach and takes people as the referent of security. Against its many definitions, human security is often defined 

as freedom from fear and freedom from want. Political security, a key element of the freedom from fear, refers to the 

realization of the civil-political aspect of human rights, such as electoral rights, freedom from violence and abuse and 

freedom of religion, association and expression. 

 

Hence, political security encompasses both state-centric and people-centred approaches and they are mutually reinforcing. 

If a state is politically insecure, its citizens often face high risks of human rights violations. Political insecurity of people can 

be the cause and trigger of state instability. For instance, political protests that demand reform have turned violent in recent 

years, like those in Thailand and Cambodia most recently. 

 

Political insecurities in Southeast Asia 
 

During political unrest and conflicts like those in Aceh and Mindanao, people often see human rights violations by both 

government forces and insurgent groups such as rape, torture and extrajudicial killing. State oppression and ineffective 

governance are also threats to individual political security. These include discriminatory or restrictive policies on the basis 

of religion, ethnicity or culture, such as those restrictions faced by the Rohingyas in Myanmar. Arbitrary detention and 

degrading treatment by the police and prison systems in Southeast Asia have been identified in UN human rights reports.  

 

Two steps forward, one step back: Progress and challenges 
 

Political security is in itself an 'operationalisation' of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Despite the 

difficult challenges in this respect, there has been limited but significant improvement in Southeast Asia. With the help from 

the UN agencies, Timor-Leste embarked on a campaign between 2007 and 2012 to encourage female participation in 

elections which resulted in the return of 38 per cent of Timor-Leste’s parliamentarians being female, the highest percentage 

in the Asia-Pacific. The UNDP and local non-governmental organisations helped marginalised people in Cambodia to 

register to vote in the 2013 election. 

 



Regional institutionalisation of human rights contributes to improving political security. The 2008 ASEAN Charter marked a 

regional step forward for human rights. This was reinforced by the ASEAN Political-Security Community Blueprint adopted 

the following year, the establishment of the ASEAN Intergovernmental Human Rights Commission (AICHR), the ASEAN 

Commission on the Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Women and Children (ACWC) and the adoption of the 

ASEAN Human Rights Declaration in 2012. 

 

Despite this progress, regional institutions still have limited power in responding to challenges to political security in the 

region. AICHR only plays a consultative role in providing expertise and promoting human rights. Regional response was 

near silent on recent protests in Cambodia which turned violent in July 2014 and shows the challenges for human rights in 

the region. In addition, there have been calls for AICHR to be more inclusive and to strengthen its engagement with civil 

society. Hence, protecting human rights and ensuring political security in Southeast Asia primarily rely on awareness of 

state responsibility and capacity with limited but increasing space for global and civil society influence.  

 

Core Readings: 
 

 Mely Caballero-Anthony, Alistair D. B. Cook et al., 2009, Chartering ASEAN human rights, Singapore: RSIS Centre 

for Non-Traditional Security (NTS) Studies. 

 Alistair D. B. Cook and Priyanka Bhalla, 2010, Regional champions – examining the comparative advantages of 

AICHR and ACWC, Singapore: RSIS Centre for Non-Traditional Security (NTS) Studies. 

 Vitit Muntarbhorn, 2013, Unity in connectivity?: Evolving human rights mechanisms in the ASEAN region, Leiden: 

Martinus Nijhoff Publishers. 

 Hsien-Li Tan, 2011, The ASEAN intergovernmental commission on human rights: Institutionalising human rights in 

Southeast Asia, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE, ENVIRONMENTAL SECURITY AND NATURAL DISASTERS 
 

News & Commentaries 

 

 Gold miner claims US$4.5 million in flood damages in central Vietnam, Thanh Nien News,10 June 2014. 

 Jukka Uosukainen, From anticipation to action – can the climate technology mechanism offer a solution for 

sustainable development?, International Institute for Sustainable Development, 12 June 2014. 

 Greg Botelho, Offshore quake rocks northern Japan – but no tsunamis, no reports of damage, CNN, 11 July 2014. 

 Philippines typhoon death toll nears 100, new storm brings rains, Australia News Network, 21 July 2014. 

 Sharon Dunwoody, Let's change how we report truth in science journalism, Science Development Network, 22 July 

2014. 

 T.V. Padma, Future Earth's 'global' secretariat under fire, Science Development Network, 23 July 2014. 

 Indonesia backs heftier haze fines, Channel NewsAsia, 30 July 2014. 

 David Sim, Dead pigs and rivers of blood: Shocking photos of water pollution in China, International Business 

Times, 31 July 2014. 

 

Selected Publications 

 

 Global Forest Watch Communities – an interactive map, 2014, World Resources Institute, Washington D.C. 

 United Nations Development Programme, 2014, The 2014 Human development report – sustaining human 

progress: Reducing vulnerabilities and building resilience, New York. 

 Hannah Reid, 2014, Climate change and human development, London: Zed Books. 
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Events & Announcements  

 

 UN Climate Summit 2014, 23 September 2014, New York. 

 7
th
 ASEAN+3 Leadership Programme on Sustainable Production & Consumption, 30 September – 3 October 2014, 

Indonesia.  

 
 

ENERGY SECURITY 

 

News & Commentaries 

 

 Khoirul Amin, 2015 fuel subsidy increased over consumption concern, The Jakarta Post, 4 July 2014. 

 Daniel Yergin, Daniel Yergin on the future of energy: Big gains for coal and natural gas, The Wall Street Journal, 7 

July 2014. 

 T.N. Machmud, Future oil and gas development: Some harsh realities (Part 1 of 2), The Jakarta Post, 15 July 2014. 

 T.N. Machmud, Future oil and gas development: Some harsh realities (Part 2 of 2), The Jakarta Post, 16 July 2014. 

 Japan nuclear regulator expected to approve restarting reactors, Channel NewsAsia, 16 July 2014. 

 Andrew Walker, The EU’s nuclear links with Russia, BBC, 21 July 2014. 

 

Selected Publications 

 

 International Security Advisory Board, 2014, Report on energy geopolitics: Challenges and opportunities, 

Washington D.C.: United States Department of State. 

 Roberto F. Aguilera, Julian Inchauspe and Ronald D. Ripple, 2014, The Asia Pacific natural gas market: Large 

enough for all?, Energy Policy, Vol. 65, pp. 1 – 6. 

 

Events & Announcements 

 

 International Conference on Solar Energy and Buildings, 16 – 19 September 2014, Aix-les-Bains, France. 

 29
th
 European PV Solar Energy Conference and Exhibition, 22 – 26 September 2014, Amsterdam, The 

Netherlands. 

 
 

FOOD SECURITY 
 

News & Commentaries 

 

 Parinyaporn Pajee, Putting rice on our tables, The Nation, 1 July 2014. 

 India raises minimum export prices for onions, BBC, 2 July 2014. 

 Dolfte Lintelo, Which 7 countries are most committed to ending hunger?, The Guardian, 3 July 2014. 

 Josh Lozman, We can prevent another food price crisis, DevEx, 10 July 2014. 

 Bill O’Toole, Sustainable palm oil: Fact or fiction?, Myanmar Times, 14 July 2014. 

 Eric Talmadge, North Korean farmers under pressure to feed hungry nation, The Guardian, 15 July 2014. 

 Jonatan A. Lassa and Maria C.S. Morales, Asian food security under +2 and +4° C climate change: IPCC 

assessment report 2014, The Jakarta Post, 17 July 2014. 

 Anna Patton, Linking up for a food-secure world, DevEx, 17 July 2014. 

 ‘Peak soil’ threatens future global food security, Thomson Reuters Foundation, 17 July 2014. 
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 Megan Rowling, Improved food systems could feed 3 billion more people – study, Thomson Reuters Foundation, 

17 July 2014. 

 Late monsoon starts Indian farmer’s “journey to hell”, Thomson Reuters Foundation, 20 July 2014. 

 

Selected Publications 

 

 Emiko Fukase and Will Martin, 2014, Who will feed China in the 21
st
 century?: Income growth and food demand 

and supply in China, The World Bank. 

 High Level Panel of Experts (HLPE), 2014, Food losses and waste in the context of sustainable food systems – a 

report by the High Level Panel of Experts on food security and nutrition of the Committee on World Food Security, 

Rome. 

 

Events & Announcements 

 

 2
nd

 International Conference on Asian Food Security, 21 – 22 August 2014, Singapore. 

 Committee on World Food Security 41, 13 – 18 October 2014, Rome, Italy. 

 

 

HEALTH SECURITY 

 

News & Commentaries 

 

 American Psychological Association, The bigger the better: Cigarette warning labels prompt quit attempts, Science 

Daily, 10 July 2014. 

 Member States commit to reduce preventable deaths from heart disease and stroke, cancer, diabetes and lung 

disease, WHO, 11 July 2014. 

 Aamna Mohdin, Polio eradication needs old vaccines and faster responses, SciDev.Net, 16 July 2014. 

 The Lancet, Control of HIV pandemic will not be achieved without radical improvement in support for sex workers, 

Science Daily, 22 July 2014. 

 WHO welcomes global momentum on viral hepatitis, WHO, 23 July 2014. 

 Paul Mooney and Thin Lei Win, Myanmar Muslims in remote Rakhine suffer worsening health crisis, Reuters, 24 

July 2014. 

 MSF treats first CMV patients with oral drugs, Asian Scientist, 25 July 2014. 

 WHO appalled by attacks on health-care facilities in Gaza, WHO, 28 July 2014. 

 Monica Mark, West African countries announce new measures to stop Ebola spread, Guardian, 28 July 2014. 

 

Selected Publications 

 

 World Health Organization, 2014,Noncommunicable diseases country profiles 2014, Geneva. 

 Elizabeth Tung and Sara Bennett, 2014, Private sector, for-profit health providers in low and middle income 

countries: can they reach the poor at scale?, Globalization and Health, Vol. 10, no. 52, pp. 1 – 9. 

 

Events & Announcements 

 

 Healthcare World Asia 2014, 29 September – 2 October 2014, Singapore. 

 46
th
 Asia Pacific Academic Consortium for Public Health (APACPH) Conference: Evolution of Public Health in the 

Asia-Pacific Region, 16 – 19 October 2014, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 
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PEACE, HUMAN SECURITY AND DEVELOPMENT 
 

News & Commentaries 

 

 Oliver Laughland, Sending asylum seekers to Sri Lanka ‘risks flagrant violation of convention’, The Guardian, 1 

July 2014. 

 Curfew imposed in Myanmar’s second largest city, Voice of America, 3 July 2014. 

 UN millennium goals ‘scorecard’ spotlights successes, gaps and path towards ‘the future we want’, UN News 

Centre, 7 July 2014. 

 Kevin Ponniah, Fears over human rights in Cambodia as crackdown on protests continues, The Guardian, 11 July 

2014. 

 Karam Singh Sethi, Malaysia’s ruling party cracks down on homeless, The Diplomat, 15 July 2014. 

 Shibani Mahtani, Myanmar shuffles cabinet amid press crackdown, aid dispute, The Wall Street Journal, 30 July 

2014. 

 Australia and asylum-seekers: Forced landing, The Economist, 30 July 2014. 

 

Selected Publications 

 

 Mely Caballero-Anthony, 2014, Understanding ASEAN’s centrality: Bases and prospects in an evolving regional 

architecture, The Pacific Review, Vol.27, No.4, pp.563 – 584. 

 Sara E. Davies, Kimberly Nackers and Sarah Teitt, 2014, Women, peace and security as an ASEAN priority, 

Australian International Affairs, Vol.68, No.3, pp.333 – 355. 

 

Events and Announcements  

 

 PhD scholarships 2015 – National Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies, University of Otago, Deadline 15 August 

2014, New Zealand. 

 5
th
 Asia Pacific Consultation on Refugee Rights, 2 – 4 September 2014, Bangkok, Thailand. 

 

 

TRANSNATIONAL CRIME 
 

News & Commentaries 

 

 Jayalakshmi K, Environment crime worth $213bn financing global terrorism, Yahoo News, 12 July 2014. 

 Fighting wildlife crime to end extreme poverty and boost shared prosperity, The World Bank, 17 July 2014.   

 Brian Bennett, Border crisis: U.S. targets money launderers to track child smugglers, The Los Angeles Times, 22 

July 2014. 

 Iftikhar A. Khan, Human smuggling through airport worries ministers, The Dawn, 23 July 2014.  

 Sri Lanka, Vietnam to work closely in fighting transnational crime, Global Post, 23 July 2014. 

 Boat policy success not at risk, The Australian, 28 July 2014.   

 

Selected Publications 

 

 Andrew M. Tammaro, 2014, Challenging illicit bulk cash flows: Next steps for US law enforcement, Journal of 

Homeland Security and Emergency Management, Vol. 11, No. 2. 

 The European Commission, the European Union and INTERPOL, 2014, Combating transnational organised crime 

at sea – following the money trail and pursuing networks and organisers of maritime crime: Report of the High 

Level Workshop, Brussels. 
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Events and Announcements 

 

 AMLP Annual Anti-Bribery and Corruption Forum, 21– 22 October 2014, London, United Kingdom. 

 ABA/ABA Money Laundering Enforcement Conference, 9 –11 November 2014, Maryland, United States. 

 

 

WATER SECURITY 
 

News & Commentaries 

 

 John Vidal, Water supply key to outcome of conflicts in Iraq and Syria, Mother Jones, 5 July 2014. 

 Danya Chudacoff, ‘Water war’ threatens Syria lifeline, AlJazeera, 7 July 2014. 

 Brian Brown, The last drop: America’s breadbasket faces dire water crisis, NBC News, 7 July 2014. 

 Maggie Fick and Shadi Bushra, More people, less water mean rising food imports for Egypt, Reuters, 9 July 2014. 

 Mikhail Gorbachev, Water must unite, not divide us, Bangkok Post, 10 July 2014. 

 Pilita Clark, A world without water, The Financial Times, 14 July 2014. 

 Alastair Jamieson and Lawahez Jabari, Water ‘catastrophe’ looms in Gaza as Israel steps up airstrikes, NBC 

News, 16 July 2014. 

 ‘Desert’ fears for Turkey’s water supplies, World Bulletin, 17 July 2014. 

 Andrew Critchlow, Water should be traded on financial markets to avoid global crisis, The Telegraph, 20 July 2014. 

 Yemen could be ‘first country to run out of water’, EurActiv.com, 25 July 2014. 

 

Selected Publications 

 

 Shlomi Dinar et al., 2014, Climate change, conflict, and cooperation: Global analysis of the resilience of 

international river treaties to increased water variability, Policy Research Working Paper 6916, The World Bank. 

 Lei Gao, Jeffery D. Connor and Peter Dillon, 2014, The economics of groundwater replenishment for reliable urban 

water supply, Water, Vol. 6, No. 6, pp. 1662 –1670. 

 

Events & Announcements 

 

 World Water Week: Energy and Water, 31 August – 5 September 2014, Stockholm, Sweden. 

 IWA World Water Congress, 21 – 26 September, Lisbon, Portugal. 
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