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This year is the 20th anniversary of the release of the 1994 United Nations Development Programme’s (UNDP) Human 

Development Report, which defined the concept of human security and brought the seven human security components to 

international attention. It is thus timely to ask: what are now the new challenges to human security? The following is the first 

part of a series exploring new and complex issues which have gone beyond the seven original components of human security.  
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Today, millions of people experience insecurity as a result of new and complex issues threatening human welfare and dignity, 

such as climate change and the contested or inefficient use of energy and water, which  are all beyond the original seven 

human security components including economic, food, health, environmental, personal, community and political security that 

were introduced in the 1994 UNDP Human Development Report. 

 

Energy-climate change-water-food nexus 

 

Energy and climate change significantly impact water and food security. From a human security perspective, sourcing energy 

supplies from fossil fuels (coal, oil and natural gas) and shale gas has been inextricably connected to air pollution, water 

stress, and global climate change which is linked to extreme weather phenomena that have already killed or affected millions 

of people around the world.  

  

Climate change, a consequence of fossil energy-related carbon emissions, remains a challenge to water and food security 

as well. It endangers mountain glaciers, which serve as the world’s biggest freshwater banks, feeding rivers and supplying 

water to two billion people in Asia alone. It causes agricultural drought and undermines water supplies from reservoirs and 

rivers that are used to irrigate farmlands. Worsening water scarcity could trigger significant annual grain losses affecting 

world food production and consumption. Severe weather phenomena, such as storms, could destroy food transport and 

distribution infrastructure resulting in the disruption of food supply chains and affecting food access and availability.    

 

Reducing overreliance on high-carbon energy sources is central to climate change mitigation strategies. Yet energy remains 

crucial in ensuring water and food security. Production and distribution of modern freshwater systems for agricultural 

purposes requires a substantial amount of energy. High efficiency irrigation systems may save water but may also lead to 

higher energy demand.   Moreover, while intensive water irrigation boosts food production, it can also undermine river flows 

and reduce water supply for hydropower dams. Rising energy prices could also affect food production, trigger food price 

volatility, and compromise availability and access to food. One instance of this was the rapid energy price hike in 2006/2007 

which partly caused a food price crisis in 2007/2008. It was the oil price hikes which heightened the costs of food production 

(e.g., fertilizers and other crop production facilities) and the food supply chain (transports and packaging) which both require 

petroleum or natural gas to sustain production and consumption.  Indeed, this illustrates the complex interplay of the rising 

demand for energy and the impacts of climate change on water and food security.   
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http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/reports/255/hdr_1994_en_complete_nostats.pdf
http://www.world-crisis.net/food-crisis.html


Broadening and deepening human security paradigm 
 

While the international community recognises the interconnectedness of energy, climate change, water and food, these 

challenges currently remain addressed in isolation. The human security paradigm facilitates a comprehensive approach 

through enhanced dialogue, collaboration and coordination amongst the non-state, national and multilateral actors, ensuring 

that co-benefits and trade-offs are contemplated and that pertinent safeguards are institutionalised. In the context of the post-

2015 development agenda and in light of relevant initiatives to set a unified development agenda via sustainable development 

goals, it is hoped that the broad and deep application of the human security approach can help galvanise non-state, national 

and multilateral efforts to effectively address emerging human security issues. 

 

Core Readings: 
 

 Asian Development Bank, 2013, Thinking about water differently: Managing the food-water-energy nexus, Manila. 

 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), 2014, Climate change 2014: Impacts, adaptation and 

vulnerability. Contribution of Working Group II to the fifth assessment report of the IPCC, Cambridge, United 

Kingdom and New York, US: Cambridge University Press. 

 Mely Caballero-Anthony, Youngho Chang, Nur Azha Putra, (Eds.), 2012, Rethinking energy security in Asia: A 

non-traditional view of human security, SpringerBriefs in environment, security, development and peace, Volume 2.  

 UN Water, 2014, The United Nations world water development report 2014: Water and energy, Paris: UNESCO. 

 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE, ENVIRONMENTAL SECURITY AND NATURAL DISASTERS 
 

News & Commentaries 

 

 Neo Chai Chin, Singapore gears up for climate change, Channel NewsAsia, 8 July 2014. 

 Nepal fears cholera outbreak after floods, landslides kill at least 85, ABC News, 17 August 2014. 

 Call for action to curb attacks on environmental campaigners, IRIN News, 20 August 2014. 

 Sarah Grimes, Ocean science for development in SIDS: Facts and figures, Science and Development Network, 28 

August 2014. 

 Camila Bustos, Cities need to be democratic and liveable, not just 'green', Trust, 1 September 2014. 

 Bangladesh floods test disaster response improvements, IRIN News, 2 September 2014.  

 Alex White, Global labour's challenge to climate change, The Guardian Blog, 2 September 2014. 

 The second regional indigenous adaptation learning highway, Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact, 3 September 2014. 

 

Selected Publications 

 

 David Sawyer, 2014, The economic implications of climate change on transportation assets: An analysis 

framework, Winnipeg: International Institute for Sustainable Development. 

 Bengt Johansson, et al, 2014, Energy security should have more weight in low carbon scenarios, Stockholm 

Environment Institute. 

 

Events & Announcements  

 

 The Age of Sustainable Development, 9 September – 5 December 2014. 

 Climate Change Science and Negotiations, 14 October – 15 December 2014. 

 

 

 

http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/mdg.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/mdg.shtml
http://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/pub/2013/thinking-about-water-differently.pdf
http://ipcc-wg2.gov/AR5/report/final-drafts/
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http://ipcc-wg2.gov/AR5/report/final-drafts/
http://www.springer.com/law/environmental/book/978-3-642-29702-1
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http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0022/002257/225741E.pdf
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/singapore-gears-up-for/1244468.html
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-08-17/deadly-nepal-floods-spark-cholera-fears/5676844
http://www.irinnews.org/report/100518/call-for-action-to-curb-attacks-on-environmental-campaigners
http://www.scidev.net/global/water/feature/ocean-science-development-sids-facts-figures.html
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http://www.irinnews.org/report/100564/bangladesh-floods-test-disaster-response-improvements
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/southern-crossroads/2014/sep/02/climate-change-uni-global-union-philip-jennings-sharan-burrow
http://www.aippnet.org/index.php/environment/1450-the-second-regional-indigenous-adaptation-learning-highway
http://www.iisd.org/publications/economic-implications-climate-change-transportation-assets-analysis-framework
http://www.iisd.org/publications/economic-implications-climate-change-transportation-assets-analysis-framework
http://www.sei-international.org/publications?pid=2569
http://www.sei-international.org/publications?pid=2569
http://www.sdsnedu.org/learn/the-age-of-sustainable-development-fall2014
http://www.sdsnedu.org/learn/climate-change-science-and-negotiations-october-2014


ENERGY SECURITY 
 

News & Commentaries 

 

 Yono Reksoprodjo, Green energy for the future, The Jakarta Globe, 24 July 2014. 

 Aw Cheng Wei, $14 million awarded to five teams for renewable energy research, The Straits Times, 25 July 2014. 

 Sun, wind and drain, The Economist, 26 July 2014. 

 Monica Kowatni, Singapore’s energy R&D sector gets S$100m funding boost, Today, 30 July 2014.  

 Basten Gokkon, SBY under pressure to share task of fuel price increase, The Jakarta Globe, 10 August 2014.  

 NCPO rules out nuclear power, Bangkok Post, 11 August 2014.  

 Fracking: What you need to know, The Telegraph, 11 August 2014. 

 Khoirul Amin, Three new power plants to operate this year, The Jakarta Post, 12 August 2014.  

 PNOC-RC, NEA strengthen cooperation for development of renewable energy projects, Philippine Information 

Agency, 18 August 2014. 

 Nina Chestney and Susanna Twidale, RTP-INSIGHT-The cost of caring for Europe’s elderly nuclear plants, Reuters, 

18 August 2014.   

 

Selected Publications 

 

 Vinod Mishra, Russell Smyth, 2014, Convergence in energy consumption per capita among ASEAN countries, 

Energy Policy, Vol. 73, pp. 180 – 185.   

 Adrian H. Gallardo, Tomose Matsuzaki, Hisashi Aoki, 2014, Geological storage of nuclear wastes: Insights following 

the Fukushima crisis, Energy Policy, Vol. 73, pp. 391 – 400. 

 

Events & Announcements 

  

 12th Annual FLNG Asia Pacific Summit, 21 – 23 October 2014, Seoul, South Korea.  

 Singapore International Energy Week (SIEW) 2014, 27 – 31 October 2014, Singapore.  

 

 

FOOD SECURITY 
 

News & Commentaries 

 

 Cecilia Tortajada, ‘Land grabbing’ myth and China-bashing, Shanghai Daily, 4 August 2014. 

 Rebecca Bundhun, Spoilt produce blights Indian food chain, The National, 23 August 2014. 

 Dennis D. Gray, Thailand’s six-legged edible livestock a boon to farmers, The Seattle Times, 25 August 2014. 

 Russia to lift food embargo when its national security no longer threatened – Deputy PM, Ria Novosti, 26 August 

2014. 

 Editorial comment: Food self-sufficiency boon for economy, The Herald, 27 August 2014. 

 Gregory Warner, When do food shortages become a famine? There’s a formula for that, NPR, 27 August 2014. 

 Michael Taylor and Kanupriya Kapoor, Indonesia’s rice-for-poor scheme to test Jokowi, The Jakarta Globe, 29 

August 2014. 

 New technology boosts fisherfolk security, Thomson Reuters Foundation, 31 August 2014.  

 Fact check: Will Australia ever be the ‘food bowl of Asia’?, ABC, 1 September 2014.  
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http://uk.reuters.com/article/2014/08/18/europe-nuclear-power-insight-pix-graphic-idUKL6N0QL2NG20140818
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http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0301421514003784
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http://www.flngkorea.com/default.aspx?utm_campaign=conferencealerts&utm_medium=external&utm_source=external&utm_content=home&utm_term=eventlisting&MAC=ISG_CA_EL
http://www.siew.sg/
http://www.shanghaidaily.com/opinion/foreign-perspectives/Land-grabbing-myth-and-Chinabashing/shdaily.shtml
http://www.thenational.ae/business/economy/spoilt-produce-blights-indian-food-chain#full
http://seattletimes.com/html/foodwine/2024388680_edibleinsectsxml.html
http://en.ria.ru/russia/20140826/192372551/Russia-to-Lift-Food-Embargo-When-Its-National-Security-No-Longer-Threatened.html
http://en.ria.ru/russia/20140826/192372551/Russia-to-Lift-Food-Embargo-When-Its-National-Security-No-Longer-Threatened.html
http://www.herald.co.zw/editorial-comment-food-self-sufficiency-boon-for-economy/
http://www.wbur.org/npr/343758300/when-do-food-shortages-become-a-famine-theres-a-formula-for-that
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http://www.trust.org/item/20140831165114-94p9l/
https://au.news.yahoo.com/a/24859017/fact-check-will-australia-ever-be-the-food-bowl-of-asia/


Selected Publications  

 

 Amos P.K. Tai, Maria Val Martin and Colette L. Heald, 2014, Threat to future global food security from climate change 

and ozone air pollution, Nature Climate Change, Vol. 4, pp. 817 – 821.  

 Bojana Bajzelj et al., 2014, Importance of food-demand management for climate mitigation, Nature Climate Change. 

 

 

Events & Announcements  

 

 Committee on World Food Security 41, 13 – 18 October 2014, Rome, Italy.  

 7th McGill Conference on Global Food Security, 28 – 29 October 2014, Quebec, Canada. 

 

 

HEALTH SECURITY 
 

News & Commentaries 

 

 Drug-resistant malaria widespread in SEA, Asian Scientist, 6 August 2014. 

 Kate Kelland, WHO declares Ebola epidemic an international health emergency, Reuters, 8 August 2014.  

 Paul Mooney, MSF urges Myanmar to allow it to resume work as health crisis worsens, Reuters, 15 August 2014. 

 Kate Kelland and Ben Hirschler, Extreme medicine: The search for new antibiotics, Reuters, 17 August 2014. 

 World Humanitarian Day: WHO calls for protection of health workers in conflicts, disasters, WHO, 18 August 2014. 

 For polio, two vaccines are better than one, Asian Scientist, 22 August 2014. 

 WHO urges stiff regulatory curbs on e-cigarettes, Thomson Reuters Foundation, 26 August 2014. 

 WHO calls for stronger action on climate-related health risks, WHO, 27 August 2014. 

 Alixandra Caole Vila, Philippines among 8 countries with most HIV cases, Philippine Star, 27 August 2014. 

 WFP says it needs $70 mln to feed 1.3 mln people in Ebola quarantine, Thomson Reuters Foundation, 30 August 

2014. 

 New test fast-tracks diagnosis for malaria, Bangkok Post, 1 September 2014. 

  

Selected Publications 

 

 World Health Organization (WHO), 2014, Electronic nicotine delivery systems, Report by WHO to the Sixth Session, 

Conference of the Parties to the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control, FCTC/COP/6/10. 

 WHO Global Task Force on TB Impact Measurement, 2014, Understanding and using tuberculosis data, Geneva. 

 

Events & Announcements 

 

 Sixty-fifth Session of the WHO Regional Committee for the Western Pacific, 13 – 17 October 2014, Philippines. 

 Call for Abstracts: Co-infection: A Global Challenge for Disease Control, 15 – 20 March 2015, Abstract deadline: 16 

December 2014. 
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http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/08/17/us-health-antibiotics-search-insight-idUSKBN0GH05J20140817
http://www.wpro.who.int/mediacentre/releases/2014/20140819/en/
http://www.asianscientist.com/health-medicine/polio-vaccines-2014/
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http://www.philstar.com/news-feature/2014/08/27/1362360/philippines-among-8-countries-most-hiv-cases
http://www.trust.org/item/20140830124104-h4wbc/?source=search
http://www.trust.org/item/20140830124104-h4wbc/?source=search
http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/world/429845/new-test-fast-tracks-diagnosis-for-malaria
http://apps.who.int/gb/fctc/PDF/cop6/FCTC_COP6_10-en.pdf
http://apps.who.int/gb/fctc/PDF/cop6/FCTC_COP6_10-en.pdf
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/129942/1/9789241548786_eng.pdf?ua=1&ua=1
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/events/2014/regional/en/
http://www.keystonesymposia.org/index.cfm?e=Web.Meeting.Abstracts&meetingid=1348&subTab=abstract
http://www.keystonesymposia.org/index.cfm?e=Web.Meeting.Abstracts&meetingid=1348&subTab=abstract


PEACE, HUMAN SECURITY AND DEVELOPMENT 
 

News & Commentaries 

 

 Asia-Pacific developing nations must unlock fiscal space to sustain growth dynamism, UN ESCAP, 6 August 2014. 

 Jonathan Head, Cambodia’s Khmer Rouge leaders found guilty of atrocities – 17 years later, BBC, 7 August 2014. 

 ASEAN turns deaf ear to concerns on rights in Thailand, Bangkok Post, 17 August 2014. 

 Australia’s asylum-seekers: A Cambodian solution, The Economist, 20 August 2014. 

 James Bowen, Progress for Asia’s women?, The Diplomat, 28 August 2014. 

 Sri Lanka suggests moves to investigate war-time missing, IRIN, 29 August 2014. 

 Ban Ki-moon, SBY call for greater tolerance at UN forum in Bali, The Jakarta Globe, 29 August 2014. 

 Saw Yan Naing, Will the Karen go solo on the nationwide ceasefire?. The Irradaddy, 1 September 2014. 

 

Selected Publications 

 

 Asia Development Bank, 2014, Key indicators for Asia and the Pacific 2014 – Poverty in Asia: A deeper look, Manila. 

 Rashed Uz Zaman and Niloy Ranjan Biswas, 2014, Bangladesh’s participation in UN peacekeeping missions and 

challenges for civil-military relations: A case for concordance theory, International Peacekeeping, Vol. 21, No. 3, pp. 

324 – 344. 

 Dubravka Šimonović, 2014, Global and regional standards on violence against women: The evolution and synergy 

of the CEDAW and Istanbul Convention, Human Rights Quarterly, Vol. 36, No. 3, pp. 590 – 606. 

 

Events & Announcements  

 

 Southeast Asia – Africa Dialogue on Norm Promotion and Capacity Building in Human Rights, Mass Atrocities 

prevention and Civilian Protection, 29 – 30 October 2014, Bangkok, Thailand. 

 East-West Center Graduate Degree Fellowship, deadline 3 November 2014, Honolulu, Hawaii. 

 

 

TRANSNATIONAL CRIME 
 

News and Commentaries 

 

 Catherine McGrath, Transnational criminal networks target Pacific; Australia looks to expand jobs to counter 

criminal elements, Radio Australia, 7 August 2014. 

 US, West African nations work to fight transnational crime, Voice of America, 8 August 2014. 

 Crime threatens Myanmar’s stability: UN, Channel News Asia, 18 August 2014. 

 UN agency joins efforts to combat money laundering, The Nation, 20 August 2014. 

 Ron Corben, UN call for Aust aid over Myanmar crime, The Daily Telegraph, 28 August 2014.   

 Daniel Renwick, The US child migrant influx, Council on Foreign Relations, 1 September 2014. 

 

Selected Publications 

 

 Lousie Shelley, 2014, Human smuggling and trafficking into Europe: A comparative perspective, Washington, DC: 

The Migration Policy Institute. 

 Tim Midgley, Ivan Briscoe, and Daniel Bertoli, 2014, Identifying approaches and measuring impacts of 

programmes focused on transnational organised crime, London: Department for International Development and 

UK Aid.  
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Events & Announcements 

 

 International Conference on Transnational Organized Crime and Terrorism, 5 – 10 April 2015, Boston, United 

States.  

 ICLPJ 2015: XII International Conference on Law, Policing and Justice, 28 – 29 June 2015, London, United 

Kingdom.  

 

 

WATER SECURITY 
 

News & Commentaries 

 

 China, South Asia ignore UN watercourse convention, thethirdpole.net, 18 August 2014. 

 Abanti Bhattacharya, China’s meddling in the Brahmaputra: India’s options – analysis, Eurasia Review, 19 August 

2014. 

 Wilson Dizard, Doomsday dam could bring Iraqis together, Aljazeera America, 20 August 2014.  

 Najmeh Bozorgmehr, Iran: Dried out, The Financial Times, 21 August 2014. 

 Kishore Jha, Dropping out for a drop of water, Economic & Political Weekly, 23 August 2014. 

 Minas T. G., In defense of Ethiopia’s dam and its national interest, The Reporter, 23 August 2014. 

 Fred Pearce, Mideast water wars: In Iraq, a battle for control of water, Environment 360, 25 August 2014. 

 Holly Young, ‘Water efficiency should be our goal’, says head of World Water Week, The Guardian, 29 August 

2014. 

 Water constraints could curtail shale development, says US think tank, Reuters, 2 September 2014. 

 

Selected Publications 

 

 Daniel Haines, 2014, Disputed rivers: Sovereignty, territory and state-making in South Asia 1948-1951, 

Geopolitics, Vol. 19, No. 3, pp 632 – 655. 

 Eelco van Beek and Wouter Lincklaen Arriens, 2014, Water security: Putting the concept into practice, Stockholm: 

Global Water Partnership (GWP).   

 

Events & Announcements 

 

 IWA World Water Congress, 21 – 26 September, Lisbon, Portugal  

 Workshop: “Comparing Water Governance in China & India: Challenges & Policy Options”, 24 – 25 October 2014, 

Singapore. 
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