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The most recent UNODC Global Report on Trafficking in Persons identifies East Asia and the Pacific is an 
origin area for victims of trafficking where most of the victims consist of both adult and underage females. 
The Report also showed that in the East Asia and the Pacific region, a third of the victims (33%) are 
children, and 38% of all trafficked victims are sexually exploited with the vast majority of people trafficked 
for labour exploitation. The origins of this are found in the increase in affordability and accessibility in 
international travel in the sixties and seventies, which led to a surge in the international tourism industry. 
Developing Southeast Asian Governments began to promote national tourism policies as the tourist dollar 
became a major contributor to their economic growth. The rise of traditional tourism also led to the 
emergence of sex tourism. This has human security implications for the region – human trafficking 
increases as demand for sex workers exceeds its supply. A key example is the growth and increasing 
sophistication of sex trafficking operations as sex traffickers today use cyberspace as a means for 
recruitment.  
 
How is the Internet used to facilitate trafficking? 
 
Not only did the sex sector benefit from spillovers from traditional tourism, their profits also contributed 
tacitly to the economic growth of their host nations. That and corruption within public institutions resulted in 
the industry growing unchecked as many Southeast Asian governments were unable or unwilling to 
respond to it. As prostitution flourished, demand for sex workers increased and pimps started to rely on 
human trafficking to supply sex workers when local sources dried up. Women and children are particularly 
vulnerable.  
 
Today, the development of the Internet and the communication infrastructure it provides facilitates human 
trafficking. Through the Internet there is a cornucopia of information detailing the costs and whereabouts of 
available services, how-to guides on avoiding or bribing local law enforcement to escape prosecution, and 
even travel agency services with individual or group packages. The demand for sex tourism creates its 
supply of victims. The Internet has also been incorporated into the business model of human trafficking 
operations. Pimps and traffickers exploit social media channels to recruit minors through fraud or coercion.  
 
Crowding out of cyberspace for human trafficking 
 
Various stakeholders - state, business, and civil society - have collaborated through digital activism to 
combat the use of cyberspace for both human and sex trafficking. Online petitions and other awareness-
raising activities help propel issues concerning the use of internet by traffickers to the forefront. They 
double as platforms for NGO fundraising to combat human trafficking on the ground and promote 
situational awareness, serving as a spring board to lobby for legislative changes. 
 
Due to the transnational nature of the crime, legal frameworks need to address both demand and supply 
side of human trafficking. The Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) passed in 2000 allows the U.S.A. 
to impose sanctions on and withhold non-essential foreign aid from countries with flagrant violations. 



Southeast Asian countries have also stepped up efforts to regulate the industry.  In 2004, members of 
ASEAN reaffirmed their stance to regionally coordinate against human trafficking in the Declaration Against 
Trafficking in Persons Particularly Women and Children. Local level efforts have also been made. In 
Singapore, the extra-territorial Prevention of Human Trafficking Act prosecutes all who participate in human 
trafficking and provides protection and the rehabilitation of victims. In the Philippines, state-business 
partnerships have taken a more direct approach, using data-mapping techniques to track the digital 
footprints of sex traffickers to aid law enforcers.  
 
The way forward 
 
Anti-sex trafficking legislation in Southeast Asia varies in terms of coverage in prosecuting offenders and 
protecting victims. The International Organization for Migration (IOM) reports that differing definitions of 
trafficking, poor inter-agency communication and variations in quality and quantity of data collection hinders 
data and best practices integration at the national and regional levels. Undergirding the issue are socio-
economic factors with traffickers promising a stable income for people looking to make ends meet but are 
unaware of the hidden costs of their ventures. Also corruption remains a challenge amongst public officials, 
impeding law enforcement. Legislation and enforcement efforts at the local and transnational level need to 
catch up with human traffickers’ use of cyberspace to make anti-human trafficking efforts more effective.  
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CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENVIRONMENTAL SECURITY 
 
 
News & Commentaries 

 

 Priscilla Huff, Key officials from US, Singapore meet to discuss environment issues, Channel News 
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 Australia pledges 26% emissions cut by 2030, Channel News Asia, 11 August 2015. 

 Michael Hopkin & Eliza Berlage, New calculation suggests China’s emissions have been 

overestimated, CNN, 20 August 2015. 
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Events & Announcements  

 

 Second Annual Meeting of the Innovation for Cool Earth Forum (ICEF), 7–8 October 2015, Tokyo, 

Japan. 

 18th RRI Dialogue on Forests, Governance and Climate Change, 26 October 2015, Washington 

D.C., United States. 

 
 
ENERGY SECURITY 
 
 
News & Commentaries 

 
 Japan’s nuclear regulator says no repeat of Fukushima under new safety rules: Media, The Straits 

Times, 8 August 2015.  

 Sirivish Toomgum, ASEAN power week to focus on sustainability, The Nation, 8 August 2015. 

 US, RI to advance cooperation on geothermal energy, The Jakarta Post, 9 August 2015. 

 Reuters, Japan restarts reactor in test of Abe’s nuclear policy, Channel NewsAsia, 10 August 2015. 

 Apinya Wipatayotin, Experts urge coal, nuclear energy future, Bangkok Post, 12 August 2015.  

 Japan committed to nuclear power despite Fukushima fiasco, Today, 12 August 2015.  

 Renewable energy projects set to kick off, The Jakarta Post, 15 August 2015.  

 Political target: Natural gas, The Wall Street Journal, 23 August 2015.  
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Events & Announcements 
 

 Shale Gas Environmental Summit, 26–27 October 2015, London, United Kingdom.  

 Singapore International Energy Week 2015, 26–30 October 2015, Singapore.  
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FOOD SECURITY  
 
 
News & Commentaries 
 

 Expert taskforce reports on extreme weather and food supplies, Global Food Security, 14 August 

2015. 

 TGAC leads scheme to reduce threat to Vietnam's most important crop, Global Food Security, 17 

August 2015. 

 Yola Verbruggen, Farm debt rises as Myanmar floodwaters recede, IRIN, 19 August 2015. 

 Tawanda Majoni, Farmers turn to fishing as Zimbabwe crops fail, IRIN, 31 August 2015. 

 Katarina Höije, Life still hard in northern Mali, despite peace deal, IRIN News, 4 September 2015. 

 Admire Ndhlovu, Southern Africa: SADC on drought alert, AllAfrica, 4 September 2015. 

 Asit K. Biswas and Kris Hartley, India and food safety, The Diplomat, 8 September 2015. 

 PTI, Conserving crop diversity essential to achieve zero hunger: Crop Trust Executive Director, The 

Economic Times, 9 September 2015. 
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 2nd International Conference on Global Food Security, 11-14 October 2015, New York, USA. 

 Committee on World Food Security (CFS) 42, 12 - 15 October 2015, FAO HQ, Rome, Italy. 

 
HEALTH SECURITY 
 
 
News & Commentaries 
 

 Sierra Leone records zero new Ebola infections, BBC news, 17 August 2015. 

 Some Ebola survivors still suffer-and doctors don’t know why, Wired Magazine, 15 August 2015. 

 Obama’s Climate Change plan is actually about health, Wired Magazine, 04 August 2015.  

 S. Korea to delay declaration of official end of MERS crisis, Xinhua News, 17 August 2015.  

 Early inflammatory response paralyzes T cells, Science Daily, 18 August 2015.  

 Dengue cases at 5-year high in Delhi, symptoms milder, The Indian Express, 25 August 2015.  

 TB cases drop, multi-drug resistant tuberculosis on the rise, The New Indian Express, 22 August  
2015. 
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International Journal of Health Geographics. Vol. 14: 22. 
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Response Needed. Asia-Pacific Journal of Public Health. Vol. 27, No. 5. Pp. 484-485. 
 
 
Events & Announcements  
 

 Healthcard World Asia 2015, 29 September-2 October 2015, Suntec Singapore Convention & 
Exhibition Centre, Singapore.  

 8th European Public Health Conference, 14-17 October 2015, Milan, Italy.  
 

 
PEACE, HUMAN SECURITY AND DEVELOPMENT 
 
 
News & Commentaries 

 

 Anne Barnard, New diplomacy seen on U.S-Russian efforts to end Syrian Civil War, The New York 

Times, 11 August 2015. 

 Bridget Kendall, Syria crisis: What’s behind the fresh diplomatic push?, BBC News, 16 August 2015. 

 Michael Raska, Cyber-enabled hybrid conflicts in East Asia, RSIS commentary, 17 August 2015. 

 UNHCR delivers aid to thousands in southern Libya as conflict rages, UNHCR News Stories, 25 

August 2015. 

 South Sudan President Salva Kiir signs peace deal, BBC News, 26 August 2015. 

 Amy R. Remo, Taiwan invests $700K more to improve human security, economic integration in 

APEC, Philippine Daily Inquirer, 6 September 2015. 

 Mahmood Hasan, Nepal: Confrontations over constitution, The Daily Star, 14 September 2015. 

 Vanessa Gera, Refugee women give birth on way to Europe, even on boats, The Associated Press, 

14 September 2015. 
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 John D. Burger et al. 2015, Bond market development in developing Asia, No. 448, ADB Economics 

Working Paper Series. 

 Anthony H. Cordesman, 2015, Trends in Iraqi Violence, Casualties and Impact of War: 2003-2015. 

 
Events & Announcements  

 

 Women, Peace and Security: tackling the cycle of violence against women, 8 October 2015, 

London. 

 ADBI Annual Conference 2015: Global uncertainty, macroeconomic shocks and growth in Asia, 3 

December 2015, Japan. 

 
 
TRANSNATIONAL CRIME 
 
 
News & Commentaries 
 

 Susan Kneebone, The Labeling Problem in Southeast Asia's Refugee Crisis, The Diplomat, 12 

August 2015 

 Agence France-Presse, Thais arrest 22 in human trafficking bust, The Straits Times, 14 Aug 2015 

 Rita Widiadana, ASEAN joins forces to combat human trafficking, The Jakarta Post, 18 August 

2015 

http://aph.sagepub.com/content/27/5/484.full.pdf+html
http://aph.sagepub.com/content/27/5/484.full.pdf+html
http://www.terrapinn.com/conference/healthcare-world-asia/index.stm
http://www.terrapinn.com/conference/healthcare-world-asia/index.stm
http://ephconference.eu/
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/12/world/middleeast/new-diplomacy-seen-on-us-russian-efforts-to-end-syrian-civil-war.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/12/world/middleeast/new-diplomacy-seen-on-us-russian-efforts-to-end-syrian-civil-war.html?_r=0
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-33939806
https://www.rsis.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/CO15172.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/55dc84836.html
http://www.unhcr.org/55dc84836.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-34066511?ns_mchannel=social&ns_campaign=bbc_breaking&ns_source=twitter&ns_linkname=news_central
http://globalnation.inquirer.net/128135/taiwan-invests-700k-more-to-improve-human-security-economic-integration-in-apec
http://globalnation.inquirer.net/128135/taiwan-invests-700k-more-to-improve-human-security-economic-integration-in-apec
http://www.thedailystar.net/op-ed/politics/nepal-confrontations-over-constitution-142522
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/E/EU_MIGRANTS_BIRTHS_ON_THE_ROAD_?SITE=AP&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/E/EU_MIGRANTS_BIRTHS_ON_THE_ROAD_?SITE=AP&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/173190/ewp-448.pdf
http://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/173190/ewp-448.pdf
http://csis.org/files/publication/150914_Trends_in_Iraqi_Violence_Casualties.pdf
http://www.lse.ac.uk/publicEvents/events/2015/10/20151008t1830vSZT.aspx
http://www.lse.ac.uk/publicEvents/events/2015/10/20151008t1830vSZT.aspx
http://www.adb.org/news/events/adbi-annual-conference-2015-global-uncertainty-macroeconomic-shocks-and-growth-asia
http://www.adb.org/news/events/adbi-annual-conference-2015-global-uncertainty-macroeconomic-shocks-and-growth-asia
http://thediplomat.com/2015/08/the-labeling-problem-in-southeast-asias-refugee-crisis/
http://thediplomat.com/2015/08/the-labeling-problem-in-southeast-asias-refugee-crisis/
http://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/thais-arrest-22-in-human-trafficking-bust
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2015/08/18/asean-joins-forces-combat-human-trafficking.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2015/08/18/asean-joins-forces-combat-human-trafficking.html


 Hanna Hindstrom, How American Anti-Trafficking Policy is Failing Asian Migrants, Foreign Policy, 

17 August 2015 

 Reuters, Malaysia finds mass graves of 24 suspected human trafficking victims, Channel News Asia, 

23 August 2015 

 Prashanth Parameswaran, Philippines, Malaysia Hold Joint Naval Exercises Amid Security 

Concerns, The Diplomat, 25 August 2015 

 Astrid Zweynert, 'The Storm Makers' puts Cambodia's sex-trafficking under spotlight, Reuters, 30 

August 2015 

 Paula Kahumbu with Andrew Halliday, Case proven: ivory trafficking funds terrorism, The Guardian, 

30 August 2015 

 Charlie Campbell, Thai Police Believe the Bangkok Bombers Planned Further Attacks, Time, 31 

August 2015 

 
Selected Publications 
 

 Lisa Maher, Thomas Crewe Dixon, Pisith Phlong, Julie Mooney-Somers, Ellen S. Stein, Kimberly 

Page, 2015, Conflicting Rights: How the Prohibition of Human Trafficking and Sexual Exploitation 

Infringes the Right to Health of Female Sex Workers in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Health and Human 

Rights, Vol 17, No. 1, pp 1-16 

 Kathleen A. McKee and Lynne Marie Kohm, 2015, Examining the Associations between 

Sustainable Development Population Policies and Human Trafficking, 23 Michigan State 

International Law Review 1 

 

Events & Announcements 
 

 Open-ended Intergovernmental Meeting to Explore All Options Regarding an Appropriate and 

Effective Review Mechanism for UNTOC and the Protocols thereto, 28-30 September 2015, Vienna, 

Austria 

 Conference: Human Trafficking, Labor Migration, & Migration Control in Comparative Historical 

Perspective, 16-17 October 2015, Chicago, U.S.A. 

 
HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE AND DISASTER RESPONSE 
 
 
News & Commentaries 
 

 Manuel Mogato, Japan joins US-PH humanitarian drills, CNN, 15 August 2015.  

 Katy Barnato, Here’s how natural disasters can hit a country’s ratings: S&P, CNBC, 11 September 

2015.  

 Tianjin explosion: China sets final death toll at 173, ending search for survivors, The Guardian, 12 

September 2015.  

 Death toll rises to seven after Japan floods, Channel News Asia, 13 September 2015.  

 Andrew Neal, Nepal’s lingering anguish, The Diplomat, 14 September 2015.  

 Danielle Demetriou, Hundreds of bags of radioactive waste washed away in Japan floods, The 

Telegraph, 14 September 2015.  

 Natasha Wallace, The case for uniform disaster law, Sydney Morning Herald, 15 September 2015. 
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 United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR), Accelerating and mainstreaming 

disaster risk reduction efforts: Update on the United Nations’ intensified approach, Geneva.  
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